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MEDIA RELEASE
30 May 2008
Good on the General Public and Sponsors -
AWRA calls for boycott of The Footy Show and Channel 9
The Australian Womensport and Recreation Association (AWRA) is very pleased to see that the good sense of the general public has prevailed and that the viewing figures for The Footy Show have plummeted since Sam Newman’s mannequin groping stunt.  The new ratings show that an average audience of 380,000 people watched last week’s show, a drop of 15% since March 27, the week before the stunt.

It is also very pleasing to note that the ANZ bank has withdrawn its support for the show and that Crazy Johns, which pays millions a year to be a sponsor, has expressed its grave concerns to Channel Nine executives over the portrayal of women on the show.  The Age has also redirected its advertising on Nine away from The Footy Show in response to an attack on the paper and its staff by  Sam Newman.
AWRA is concerned that Channel Nine and the AFL have not taken this matter seriously and have acted very belatedly. It is highly commendable that public opinion and loss of sponsor’s support has swung into action and may force some attitudinal and policy changes both on The Footy Show and at Channel Nine. 
All women have been demeaned by Sam Newman’s stunt – more particularly women on the boards of football clubs and sporting clubs in general.  

The only way women and men can win in this situation is to boycott the show, its advertisers and Channel Nine itself.
Then again, Channel Nine could redeem itself by starting up a much-needed women in sport weekly show?  Now, that would be a novel idea!
=============================================================

For more information please contact your state…….

or AWRA President Janice Crosswhite on 03 9719 7553 or Secretary Jennifer Riatti on 0408 922 264.
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